HALSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6 APRIL 2011 AT 19.30 IN THE PAVILION, STATION ROAD, HALSTEAD.
PRESENT:
Cllr. David Taylor, Chairman of Halstead Parish Council

Cllrs. Jeff Baldwin, Barrie Blundell , Terry Brooker, Karen Grosvenor and Christine Halliday. 

Sergeant Richard O’Toole, Mr Geoffrey Kitchener, County Cllr. Richard Parry
37 parishioners, Clerk.

Guest speakers: PCSO Nick Barker, Mrs Brenda Rogers Secretary of Halstead Horticultural Society, Mr Chris Ford Chairman of the Community Led Plan SG
Mr Geoffrey Kitchener, representative of the Knockholt and Halstead Sick Poor Fund

               The meeting commenced at 19.30

1 APOLOGIES were received from District Cllrs. John Grint and Gary Williamson. 
The Chairman welcomed Mrs Brenda Rodgers, Mr Chris Ford, Sergeant Richard O’Toole and PCSO Nick Barker, Mr Geoffrey Kitchener and all parishioners  
2 RESOLVED: THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 24 MAY 2010 WERE APPROVED AND SIGNED AS A TRUE RECORD

3 CHAIRMAN’S REVIEW OF THE YEAR – CLLR.TAYLOR   

The year 2010- 11 has been another busy one for the Parish Council.

Cllr. Tony Bent.

I am sorry to report that Tony Bent died at the start of the year.  He had been a parish councillor for about 20 years and also served as a district councillor for 4 years between 1995 and 1999.  We will all miss his commitment to the village and the amount of work he undertook on our behalf.  During the last year he was still chairing the Parish Working Party concerned with the proposed development at Fort Halstead.  Tony had a vast amount of knowledge and expertise on planning issues, which he had built up over his 20 years as a councillor, and the parish council will be the worse off for losing that.  He will be a tough act to follow.

The PC has had some successes as a council throughout the year.

Fort Halstead.
In October, as part of the LDF process, Sevenoak’s plans for housing in the district were assessed by a government planning inspector.  The proposed 1,000 new homes at Fort Halstead were part of that process.  An afternoon was devoted to Fort Halstead alone, and 4 parish councillors attended the session.  SDC made the case that the government housing targets could be reached, and exceeded, without the need to build any houses at the Fort.  They also maintained that the site was relatively unsustainable, because it was in such an isolated location.  This was a view which the PC agreed with.

In January the inspector reported back that she considered SDC’s plans were sound and that there was therefore no need to build the additional homes at the Fort.

We shall wait to see what the future brings on this matter.

Halstead Place.
During the year Ward’s also submitted a planning application for an additional 3 homes at Halstead Place.  The Parish Council objected strongly to this application, and SDC also refused it.  Wards took it to appeal, but lost the appeal, so they will have to continue with the same number of houses as in their original application.

Community Led Plan.
During the year we agreed to set up a Community Led Plan Committee, to find out what issues village residents felt needed addressing in the future.  The committee has now met on a number of occasions, and it is now planning a community event in early June.  Chris Ford, the committee chairman, is here tonight and will be giving a more detailed report on the committee’s progress.

Allotments.
The saga of the allotments continues.  After over 3 years of waiting to have the land at Beldam Haw handed over to us, we still do not have a definitive date for the transfer of the land.  At long last SDC have sent a letter to all the current users of the land to tell them that they must vacate the site and that in the future they will need to pay rent to the Parish Council.  So at least there has been some small amount of progress.  There will still be a considerable amount of work for the PC to do, in setting up the individual plots, making sure the site is secure, and providing parking for allotmenteers.

Knockholt Station.
There has been some recent progress on the issue of parking at Knockholt Station.  In the last fortnight Kent Highways have put in yellow lines around the junctions of Wheatsheaf Hill and Cadlocks Hill, to improve the sightlines for traffic emerging onto London Road.

However, the more important issue of preventing cars parking on both sides of the road has still to be addressed.  SDC have plans to deal with the matter, which include the introduction of parking meters.  The plans will once again be going out to public consultation, so it is likely to be some time before the matter is resolved.  It is a matter of regret that we are another year further on and yet again having to go through a second public consultation process.

The Parish Council are completely against the introduction of parking meters, and would prefer to see either yellow lines or notices preventing parking in the middle of the day.  We shall see whether SDC are prepared to listen.

Finance.
Following a 1% increase in the parish precept last year, this year we have agreed a budget with no increase at all. No doubt Councillor Blundell will have more detail on this matter.

Thanks.
I would like to thank Linda Hogan Trust for their sponsorship of the flowerbeds around the village during the last year.  Also the Council’s thanks must go to Peter and Jean Morgan who have agreed to sponsor the flowerbeds throughout the coming year.

I’d also like to thank everyone who took part in the Village Clean Up Day in 2010, and remind you all that we will be repeating the exercise this coming Saturday morning.  So I hope that many of you will be able to give up an hour or so on Saturday to help keep the village tidy.  We will be meeting here at the Pavilion at 9.30 a.m.

Also thanks to our County Councillor Richard Parry for his assistance throughout the year, and for making money available to the Community Led Plan Committee. Thanks also to our District Councillors for their work on our behalf during the year.

Thanks also to the Clerk for her work throughout the year.  

Thanks also to all the Councillors for their work on behalf of the Parish over the last 4 years, and I note that many of them are foolhardy enough to have put themselves up for election for another 4 years. Thanks to Christine Halliday for her work over the last 4 years particularly on the Planning Committee. Christine is not standing at the forthcoming elect

4 PRESENTATION OF THE END OF YEAR ACCOUNTS

Awaiting Internal Audit
I should preface my report by stating that our figures for the year just ended are presently unaudited as The Clerk is awaiting an internal audit which should take place soon.  Additionally, this meeting would normally take place in May but due to council elections it has had to take place a month early. 
The Receipts and Payments Accounts that would normally be circulated for the year ended 31 March is therefore not available at this time. The receipts is not available at this time but will be published on Council’s website  www.halsteadparish.org.uk
Precept
As most of you will know, the Parish Precept is a proportion of your Council Tax used to fund parish facilities and services. I am pleased to report that we have managed to keep the precept unchanged for the second year running. Some of you may have noticed a minor alteration to your Council Tax and wondered why given that the precept has not altered. This is due to the complicated way in which the tax is levied and is based around the number of Band D homes.  In basic terms the more Band D homes the less the figure and the less Band D homes, the greater the figure. The development at Halstead Place is the likely reason for our changes, with a mix of homes of various bands and the fact that a number would have been unoccupied.


Insurance
Whilst the cold weather brought about an insurance claim for the Pavilion as a result of burst pipes, I am pleased to report that we have nonetheless managed to negotiate a lower premium.

We have been with Zurich Insurance for a number of years but their renewal premiums were hefty and forced us to look for alternative quotes.  Alternative quotes came in considerably cheaper than Zurich but we were caught in a cleft stick as the claim was still going through and the renewal date was coming before the finalisation of the claim.  

The Clerk approached Zurich to see if they could better their original quote and to our surprise they came back with a revised figure that bettered even our cheapest alternative quote and resulted in a saving of around £1,000 compared to the previous year’s premium.

Freighter Service

As you know the Parish funds the Freighter service for bulky rubbish removal which is a popular and well used service.  We share the cost with Knockholt on a two thirds one third basis as we have 2 collections to their one.  The total cost of this service was £555 of which we paid £370 and Knockholt £185. 

Parish Rooms – Rainbow Pre-School
We shall soon be saying goodbye to Rainbow nursery who will be moving to Coolings.  The income they generated last year from renting the Parish Room was a very welcome £1,310.  

Carry Forward Items

We have a couple of major carry-forward items into the current year.  These relate to:

Vertidraining the football pitch which was due to take place before Christmas but had to be postponed because of the bad weather and 

Exterior maintenance of the Pavilion which was carried forward due to the problems we had to deal with internally due to the burst pipes but is now due to commence next week.

The Allotments at Beldam Haw are also a carry forward item as Sevenoaks District Council have been very slow in transferring the land to the Parish (£1,500 carried forward)

Section 137 Payment (Donations )

We have supported 4 charitable institutions over the past year for a total of £200.  The charities supported were Vitalise, Citizens Advice Bureau, Royal British Legion Poppy Fund and Victim Support.

Thanks

I would just like to register a vote of thanks to The Clerk for all her hard work in connection with budgeting for the precept and dealing with the finances of the Parish Council in general.

.  

5. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES
5.1 AMENITIES & HIGHWAYS – CLLR. JEFF BALDWIN

Cllr. Baldwin reported that the bus routes had been kept fairly clear from snow during the heavy winter snows and were gritted on a regular basis during the icy weather.
Beldam Haw has been patched and will be resurfaced in June.

The parking at Knockholt Station in London and Sevenoaks Roads is still causing concern and there will be another consultation regarding the introduction of payment parking and yellow lineage.

Dog fouling is still a problem and complaints are frequently made by residents. 

Thank you to the sponsors of the flower beds which are much appreciated by parishioners. SDC has assured Council that the grass cutting schedule will be the same as 2010-11.

Play-area, Council is looking into grants for new equipment or funding to repair equipment.

5.2 
PLANNING – CLLR. TERRY BROOKER 
I would like to take this opportunity to mention the sad news of the death of Cllr. Tony Bent. Tony had served the parish as a councillor for almost 20 years and as a District Councillor for 8 years; he worked tirelessly in his role as Parish Councillor for Halstead Village.
Perhaps Tony’s finest moment was attained when, after the endless work he delivered tackling the redevelopment of Halstead Place, the number of properties was reduced from 85 to 33. He also was instrumental in setting up the Fort Halstead Working Group with Cllr. David Taylor which included representatives from Knockholt, Dunton Green, Shoreham, Riverhead and Chevening Parish Councils. The aim of this Group was to have a watching brief on the proposed redevelopment of Fort Halstead into a housing complex of 1000 new homes. The Appeal Inspector agreed with Sevenoaks District Council’s representation in support of its findings that SDC would be able to provide the required 3100 homes by 2026 on land throughout the District without building on Fort Halstead.  Tony lived long enough to hear the good news. He was an excellent Chairman of the Planning Committee and we miss his memory of past planning applications and knowledge. His passion was to keep Halstead as a village not developed into a large town like Biggin Hill and West Kingsdown which were both once the size of this parish. 
The Planning Committees meets more frequently than any other Council committee. I thank Committee members, Cllrs. Christine Halliday and Karen Grosvenor, plus Parish Council Chairman David Taylor. Cllr. Halliday will be retiring at the forthcoming election. She was a strong member of the Planning Committee and I thank her for 8 years hard work; she will be difficult to replace.

The Parish Council has been working hard on your behalf with the Local Development framework which has replaced the existing planning regulations and with the changes to the General Permitted Rights Orders it sometimes hard to get your head around everything.  

6.
REPORT FROM THE KNOCKHOLT & HALSTEAD SICK POOR FUND – GEOFFREY 

KITCHENER
This report is provided by me as Halstead Parish Council’s representative trustee, and I undertake the paperwork for the Fund, which is a charitable trust.  The Fund’s trustees include Knockholt residents; and the other trustees from Halstead are the Rector and Val Dennett – many thanks to them.

I’m conscious that these reports do not vary greatly from year to year, but then nor do the trust’s activities, which are to provide assistance or comforts in case of infirmity or ill heath within the benefited areas of Halstead and Knockholt, particularly where the state itself does not provide.

The underlying trend continues of the fund deliberately using up capital as well as income – not that income has been particularly meaningful in these times of low interest rates, both in absolute terms and in relation to inflation.  The expenditure of capital brings us nearer to the point where the trust may be wound up, since its size is such that the effort of management is perhaps disproportionate to what it can achieve.  We have worked in partnership with the Knockholt Christmas Goodwill Fund and during this last financial year spent a total of £528 on 10 beneficiaries in Knockholt and 6 in Halstead.  Our capital is now just over £1,000, whereas 4 years ago it stood at £2279. The trust probably has 2 or 3 more years to go. We are very happy to consider proposals at any time for expenditure which falls within the trust’s powers.

The Chairman thanked Mr Kitchener and Mrs Dennett for their work and dedication to the Charity.
       7
GUEST SPEAKERS
7.1 PCSO NICK BARKER                                                  
Nick Barker gave a full account of the actions taken during the past year. These included continuing surveillance at Knockholt Station due to parking and vandalism occurrences; thefts from the Toby Carvery and speeding checks. PC Hibbins will be the new neighbourhood PC. 
Crime figures for Halstead, Knockholt & Badgers Mount (the ward is recorded as one) were 172 in 2010 which is a decrease of 9 crimes from 2009 and a decrease of 15 from 2008.
The Chairman thanked PCSO Barker for his report. 

        7.2
MR CHRIS FORD, CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMUNITY LED PLAN SG
Community Led Plans (CLP) – previously known as Parish Plans.

The project started in November and the Steering Group comprises 9 members. There is a website www.halsteadclp.org.uk and email address halsteadclp@gmail.com where everyone can send ideas for the inclusion in the Plan. 
A constitution has been adopted and a budget prepared. Funding has being sourced from various bodies including Action for Communities in Rural Kent and Kent County Council. This funding will be used to prepare and produce the Community Led Plan not to action the findings. 

It is anticipated that it will take 18months to 2 years to research, consult and prepare the Plan. 

Each household will be consulted, plus community groups and individual parishioners, the latter by a public meeting which will be held in Halstead Community Primary School. Contact has also been made with other CLP Groups that have either completed or are preparing plans at this time.
73 MRS BRENDA ROGERS, SECRETARY OF THE HALSTEAD HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  - Halstead Open Gardens
Mrs Rogers gave an interesting and informative report on the history of the Open Gardens Scheme which has been taking place in one form or another since 1979.  Money raised for charities and St Margaret’s Church has been in the region of £17,000 since the start of the venture. 
8
OPEN FORUM
There were no questions and the Chairman invited everyone to join him in a glass of wine and nibbles, thanking Cllr. Karen Grosvenor for kindly preparing these.
The meeting closed at 21.50

