HALSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

 MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 19 DECEMBER 2011 IN THE PAVILION, STATION ROAD, HALSTEAD AT 18.30   
PRESENT: 
 
Cllr. Terry Brooker - Chairman  



Clr. Chris Ford



Cllr. Karen Grosvenor













IN ATTENDANCE:
Cllr. Baldwin, Clerk


The meeting convened at 18.40  
1 APOLOGIES were received and accepted from Cllr Bent who had a previous engagement
2       
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Nil 

3     
PLANNING APPLICATION FOR CONSIDERATION.
The following responses were RESOLVED unanimously by the committee.


3.1
	SE/11/03146/EXTLMT

	32 TURNPIKE DRIVE, PRATTS BOTTOM, BR6 7SJ

	Extended time limit on 08/2969/FUL

Rear extension to replace existing conservatory and proposed rear dormer

	The Parish Council has No Objection to this planning application


              4
RESPONSE TO LONDON BOROUGH OF BROMLEY

DC11/03375/FUL LAND ADJACENT TO KNOCKHOLT RAILWAY STATION NORTH SIDE SEVENOAKS ROAD HALSTEAD 


Single storey four/five bedroom dwelling, detached kennels building for 40 dogs and 20 cats and car parking area, and temporary stationing of caravan PART RETROSPECTIVE APPLICATION
It has been brought to the notice of my Council that a planning application, as noted above, has been lodged with your Council and forwarded to Sevenoaks District Council for comment. My Council was disappointed to learn that you would not consult with Halstead Parish Council even though Bromley and Halstead share the boundary with this proposed development. 

My Council has councillors of long standing who are aware of the history of this site and know the surrounding area well.

Halstead Parish Council makes the following comments which it trust you will take into consideration and investigate prior to a decision or recommendation being made on this development.

1. This site is in the Metropolitan Green Belt

2. It has never been a railway siding and has never been used for haulage

3. It is an undeveloped site with extensive habitation of wild life including great crested newts, grass snakes, orchids and a diversity of other flora encouraging butterflies and bees as well as other insects.

4. The application appears to indicate that entry to the site is via a public right of way. The boundary of the two authorities (Halstead and Bromley) runs down the centre of the pathway. This is well used by ramblers, commuters using the station and local residents. 

5. The Parish Council would like to know how access was gained to the site by the caravan as the PROW is very narrow and steep.

6. The PROW goes over a foot bridge which has a weight restriction and is not suitable for motor vehicles.

7. The gradient on the land is extremely steep and is not suitable for development.

8. There are no actual plans of the site with the planning application.

9. The layout drawing does not indicate the position of the proposed buildings.

10. There are no dimensions on the rough drawing of the proposed 4/5 bedroom dwelling.

11. There are no dimensions on the rough drawing of the proposed ‘visitors hut’.

12. There are no dimensions on the rough drawing of the proposed kennels and holding facilities. 
13. The area allocated to the kennels which are noted as 40 in number is very small and there are regulation sizes for kennels. 
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14. The drawing makes two references to parking areas, one for 10 cars the other for 4 cars. 

On the application forms the applicant states there are to be 24 car parking spaces (including 2 for disabled drivers) 2 motor cycle spaces and 2 bicycle bays. This is not indicated on any of the drawings and no dimensions given for the relevant number of parking bays.

15. The erection of a 4/5 bedroom dwelling, visitors centre/hut and car parking for 28 vehicles would be over densification of this Greenfield site. 

16. The applicant has not provided a Design and Access Statement with the application.

17. The applicant has now provided an ecological report to accompany the application. 

18.  The applicant does not state what kind of business will be run on the site. Is this a boarding kennels, a charity or a breeding establishment?

19. The neighbours in close proximity to the proposed development are concerned about the noise pollution. They are also concerned that fighting dogs will be housed on the site having met the owner of the field walking his dog. 

20. Mr Simmons of Station Court, Sevenoaks Road has not been consulted on this application and it is behind his property 

21. The Brasted Skip Company (BSP) whose business premises are in the London Borough of Bromley to the side of Knockholt Station has also not been contacted for comments on this application. 

22. The list of consultees include: E and G Haulage Ltd and Architectural Design Ltd both listed as being in Knockholt Railway Station. The local station personnel state that these companies are not known to them and are not at Knockholt Railway Station.

23. My Council requests that these comments are taken into consideration and, that LBB Town Planning department will recommend refusal of this planning application.  

5          INFORMATION

    Applications Granted

    SE/11/01622/FUL NURSERY FARM, OTFORD LANE, TN14 7EE
    Retention of existing replacement agricultural barn, and relocation of agricultural store

    SE/11/02473/FUL HIGHLANDS, KNOCKHOLT ROAD TN14 7EU

    Erection of 4 bedroom 2 storey detached dwelling

    SE/11/02619/FUL OAKLEY OTFORD LANE, TN14 7EF

    Erection of single storey rear extension. Replacement roof incorporating three dormers to front 
                          with velux, three dormers to rear and 0.9 mt increase in height – amendment to previously                                      
    approved application SE/11/03136/FUL
    APP/G2245/A/09/2107594- gables to be timber boarded rather than tile hung.

The meeting closed at 19.40  
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